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“...if we had daughters we’d send them here” Tatler 2015

-3-

Cherishing Childhood
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Foreword

W

hen you first catch sight of Hanford – the beautiful Jacobean house, the
ponies grazing in the fields or the girls clambering over the branches of

our famous cedar tree – you know you are somewhere very special.
Resting at the foot of Hambledon Hill, in the heart of the Dorset countryside and
with 45 acres of fields, grounds, stables, beautiful buildings and a working walled
kitchen garden, Hanford is the perfect environment for an enquiring mind to
develop and grow. It is a place where girls are free to enjoy their childhood, where
lifelong passions are born and friendships made.
Since its foundation in the 1940s, Hanford has focused on creating an
environment that works as a school yet feels like a home. Like a family we
encourage freedom of thought and individual development while building mutual
trust and respect amongst the children. As a girls’ boarding prep school we are
pretty unique, offering an environment and education entirely built to suit their
needs.
Girls are given time to roam the grounds, make dens, climb trees and, in the
summer, ride before breakfast. We want our girls to have fun and lots of it, but
we also expect them to work hard and they do; over the past three years, 21
scholarships have been awarded to Hanford girls.
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Works like a school...

...feels like a home
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We want all the children to feel happy and at home here. They wear their own
clothes and even make them. They learn resilience, confidence and a sense of
adventure. We ensure they make the most of the opportunities on offer here and
are thoroughly prepared for the challenges life brings.
Hanford is a vibrant and happy school for girls aged 7 to 13. While many join us
in the IIIrd Form (Years 3 and 4), we are happy to be joined by girls at any stage.
The majority of our children board, but we have always welcomed day girls or
those who do not yet want to board full time. Day girls are very much involved in
everything that goes on at Hanford and they often ask to stay the night.
Hanford is truly unique but please do not just take my word for it. I invite you to
come and see for yourself and hear from the girls - our finest ambassadors – why
Hanford is such a magical school.

Rory Johnston
Headmaster
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Valuing individuality...

...while respecting each other
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Our Aims
FULFILLING
POTENTIAL

To recognise the breadth of academic
capabilities and requirements and enable each
girl to do the very best that she can.

NURTURING
TALENT

To provide the opportunity, encouragement and
support for each girl to pursue and expand her
interests both within and beyond the classroom.

VALUING
INDIVIDUALITY

To recognize each girl develops at her own speed,
with her own interests, abilities and needs; and to
maintain the flexibility to respond accordingly.

ENCOURAGING
RESPECT

To help girls look beyond themselves, to learn
about living with others, being part of a wider
group and taking care of each other’s needs.

CHERISHING
CHILDHOOD

To provide the time, the opportunity and the
environment for free play.
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A greenhouse...

...not a hothouse
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Academic Life

T

eaching at Hanford covers a much wider area than the National Curriculum.
There are school exams twice a year, and the girls are regularly tested to

monitor reading, spelling and reasoning ability.
Girls are provided with additional support if required, either in the classroom or
through separate sessions with Learning Support. We try to be as flexible as we
can, providing all the children with the support they need. For some, this means
preparation for a scholarship or individual lessons in modern languages. For
others, it may mean extra help in English or Mathematics.
A typical week will see the girls in lessons every morning from 9.00am until
12.45pm when they break for lunch. In the afternoon there are further one hour
lessons and games. Supervised prep is done every evening after tea. On Saturday
there are lessons until 11.15am.
We do whatever we can to bring the best out of every child. We do not seek to
make children conform to any particular pattern. We encourage their interests and
give them the confidence to pursue them.
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Broad education...

...outstanding results
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An initial glance at our beautiful setting, grazing ponies and characterful facilities
you would be easily forgiven in underestimating our academic credentials. In the
past three years girls have been awarded 21 academic, art, games, drama and music
scholarships to leading public schools.

Core Curriculum
The curriculum is taught by subject specialists, with children moving between
classrooms for each lesson. The girls cover the core subjects for Common
Entrance: English, Mathematics, Science, Geography, History, Scripture, French
and Latin.
Science is taught in our dedicated labs where the girls learn the theory and
support this with ‘hands on’ experiments. We are passionate about reading. There
is dedicated reading time every day and the girls make extensive use of our library.
Small classes, typically around 12, and proven teaching methods mean that girls of
all abilities do well at Hanford. We have a strong track record of getting all girls
into their first choice of school at Common Entrance.

- 13 -

- 14 -

Creativity
Art

T

he quality of art at Hanford is simply outstanding. We believe that every
child is creative and we inspire them by providing a lively and stimulating

environment to nurture and discover their talents. We expose them to a wide
variety of different disciplines and media including: pottery, drawing, printmaking,
wire, papier maché, plaster and textiles.
Art is very hands on at Hanford with lots of explanation and demonstrations used
to help the girls develop. We encourage girls to avoid the inevitable “not good at
art” trap by allowing all abilities to enjoy the rewards of being genuinely creative.
Each lesson ends with “Gallery Moments” where children learn to appraise and
evaluate their work. We aim to foster a positive attitude and love of art that we
hope they will carry with them to their senior schools and life beyond.
To augment the practical experience we teach Art Appreciation, a lesson dedicated
to art history covering famous artists, creative movements and styles. Girls are
expected to really look, discriminate and form their own opinions, making future
trips to galleries and museums more rewarding.
We also run art clubs for the younger girls and a special art group one evening a
week for older girls showing particular interest.
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We have a strong track record in achieving scholarships in art at Hanford and girls
aiming towards a scholarship work with independence in the evenings and attend
additional scholarship sessions.

Handwork
Handwork is taught as a separate subject. The girls love making their own clothes
here, which they often wear in school, and they all learn to use a sewing machine.
The highlight of their time at Hanford will be making the ‘school skirt’. Fashioned
in a material of their choice this little skirt has been most girls’ first experience of
dressmaking and for some the beginning of a love affair with craft and sewing.
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Music
Music is an important part of life at Hanford. Nearly every child plays one
musical instrument and many play two. There is a choir for each section of the
school, which any child may join, plus the Chapel Choir, to which entry is by
audition. There is also a flute group, a wind band, a string group and an orchestra.
Children regularly perform for each other throughout the year either singing with
their choir or playing their instrument in Chapel on Friday mornings. Two or three
times a year there are concerts at the school to which parents are invited and every
child sings in the school’s annual Carol Service.
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Drama
Drama forms an important part of teaching and extra-curricular activities. Every
member of the school takes part in a specially written play performed on the lawn
on Parents’ Day at the end of the Summer Term.
The famous Hanford Nativity Play is produced with the sixth form each year. The
fifth form girls stage a musical each spring. Throughout the year there are form
plays and playlets, ranging from Greek myths to Bible stories to plays written by
the children themselves.
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Sport

G

ames are played every afternoon, alternating between netball, hockey, pop
lacrosse and cross-country in the winter months and tennis, swimming,
rounders, cricket and athletics in the summer.
For a small school we punch well above our weight in sporting achievement,
thanks in large part to a talented team of coaches and specialists. In recent years
our teams have reached the IAPS National Finals in netball, athletics and cross
country. Hanford teams have been North Dorset County champions in netball,
athletics, rounders, cross country and tennis.
It is not just our sports stars that we nurture. We are also keen to encourage girls
of all abilities to experience the excitement and thrill of being part of a team and
playing competitively. Therefore every girl can expect to represent the school at
some point during the year and participate in inter-house competitions thereby
building camaraderie and mutual support.
There is a range of fixtures throughout the term and matches are played primarily
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Parents are always welcome at matches and to stay
for our delicious match teas.
Equine sports, it goes without saying, are outstanding at Hanford. Girls compete
in national and local competitions to a very high standard, recently sweeping the
board at a local tetrathlon.
We want girls to leave Hanford confident in sport and keen to continue playing
competitively, for fun and as part of a healthy lifestyle.
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Ponies

H

anford is famous for its ponies which provide fun for all and are suitable
for children to handle and ride on the hills. It is possible for a child to

bring her pony to school on the understanding that it will be ridden by all of the
girls. Riding is an extra but is enjoyed by almost all the children, many of whom
would not otherwise have the opportunity.
The Stables are Grade II listed, full of timeless atmosphere with the tack rooms
and boxes still as they were originally set out. The emphasis of all the riding
instruction is to teach the children to do as much as possible themselves.
There is a Riding Committee, members of which catch the ponies in the early
morning, help groom them in break and take turns to help lead the beginners.
There is an indoor riding school, an arena and cross country and jumping
paddocks. Lessons with the instructors are always varied.
Children have “out” rides on the hills, never on roads, and in the summer they
ride in the early morning before breakfast. Also in the summer, tetrathlons take
place. One is held at Hanford in which anybody can take part – lots of running,
swimming and shooting. There are different cross country courses for different
standards – even the smallest riders.
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Learning to live together
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Living at Hanford
Dormitories

H

anford, being an old house, is fortunate in having many rooms of different
sizes and shapes. This enables the younger children to use the larger

dormitories on the first floor, and to settle in and make friends in bigger groups,
while being close to the senior housemistress and matrons. On the top floor there
are smaller rooms for the more senior girls.
The UVIth have their own boarding house, away from the main school near the
Chapel, called Fan’s House. Here they have a dedicated housemistress and their own
common room. In Fan’s they learn to become more self-governing taking on more
responsibility, ultimately preparing them for senior school.
The young matrons are usually gap year students; some of them are old Hanford
girls who return to help and know all the tricks of the trade. The girls view them as
elder sisters, people they can rely on and turn to when they have any worries.
Children, after the first year, are encouraged to make dormitory requests to be with
their friends and, as far as possible, their wishes are granted. In a small school such
as ours a sense of family and belonging is encouraged throughout the year groups;
older girls will sit with younger girls during meals and all ages are often seen playing
together in their free time.
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All of the dorms are decorated differntly. Girls are encouraged to put their own
personal touch into the dorms with blankets, pillows, pictures and treasured soft
toys from home.
Boarding life is about learning to live together, looking after one’s own
possessions and showing respect for other people’s.

The Manners System
Hanford has always placed great importance on good manners. Over the years a
typically Hanford way of encouraging good manners has developed, with a girl
moving up (or down) a scale as her manners improve (or not). ‘Royal Guest’ is the
top category. Only two or three reach this height. ‘Piglet’, the most lowly position,
is seldom occupied.
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The Gardens
Set in the grounds is a beautiful, highly productive walled garden supplying
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the school all year. The girls are actively involved
in cultivating the produce, adding to a feeling of living in a family home. Some
even have their own mini allotments and are free to choose what to grow.
Fresh flowers from the garden, arranged expertly by Mrs J, are always on the
dining tables and around the school. Lemons are grown in the greenhouse and
by tradition picked on Shrove Tuesday to go with the girls’ pancakes. If you visit,
look out for our hens pottering round the stables. Their eggs are collected by the
girls are used in the kitchen.

- 27 -

- 28 -

Time to Play
Free Play

A

fternoons are arranged so that the girls have time to play with their friends
on the playground and on the lawns. There are also special areas set aside

for them: the juniors use Tumbledown, part adventure playground part obstacle
course; the IVth Form have their own gardens; and the Vth Form create dens in
Chestnut. All girls are free to climb our famous cedar tree and they quickly learn
to play their own games without the need for adult encouragement or direction.
Naturally their play is supervised.
The weekends are an important time for extended play and for the development
of a child’s imagination. When not involved in matches the children may ride, look
after the chickens, swim, climb trees, walk in the hills and play music and games.

Weekend Activities
We also organise various forms of entertainment in the evenings and at weekends
which are entirely voluntary and are run by a member of staff. These include Art
Club, Gym Club, Wiggle Club (dancing), acting, computers and other games.
The garden also provides opportunity for fun and interest throughout the year.
We run garden events through the year like the Big Dig, the Big Weed and the Big
Plant. Families are invited to join these events and stay for lunch afterwards.
Children may watch television in the evenings on Saturdays and Sundays.

- 29 -

- 30 -

Contact with Parents

I

t has been a long standing tradition at Hanford to write a letter home after
breakfast on Sunday. This continues to this day but today’s girls have their

own dedicated email address and the opportunity to use Skype or Facetime in the
evenings and at weekends. There are communal telephones in the main school
and Fan’s House. Despite the latest electronic communications there is nothing
to replace the joy and excitement of parcels and post - we encourage parents to
write, and write often.
Children are allowed out for the day and/or the night after lessons on Saturdays,
unless in a match, or for the day after Chapel on Sundays. The system for outings
is completely flexible; nights out may be taken on almost any weekend. There are
no compulsory exeats.
Hanford has always had girls whose parents live abroad and is well used to looking
after them. We provide a range of exciting and enjoyable activities throughout the
weekend to keep them occupied and happy. Weekend activities could be anything
from a trip to high wire thrills, to cosy jam making sessions with the matrons,
to bracing walks on the beach. All the sorts of things you would do with your
children if they were at home.

- 31 -

- 32 -

The Chapel

T

he Chapel lies at the centre of the spiritual life of the school and every
day starts with a short service. On Sundays there is a half hour non-

denominational service taken by the Headmaster following the Book of Common
Prayer. The children read the lessons, sing the responses and sometimes sing or
play their instruments.
The Chapel Choir sings anthems and the other choirs perform from time to time.
The traditional words from the Prayer Book and the King James Bible are used.
Parents are always welcome at the Sunday Service.
Throughout the year there are special services. The Harvest Festival and
Remembrance services are held in the Autumn term. There is a candlelit
Compline during Lent in which the children play a leading role.
At Christmas, there is a Carol Service in which girls of all ages read the lessons
and sing, and the Chapel is packed with parents.
We occasionally have christenings of old girls’ children and even weddings of
those who have never forgotten the Chapel and what it meant to them.
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Life After Hanford

G

irls come from all over the country, and all over the world, and we hope
that no matter where they end up, they take something of Hanford with

them in their hearts. While there is no typical Hanford girl, we aim to give them all
confidence in their own abilities, resilience to manage what life holds in store and
the determination to achieve their best.
Hanford has a lively and committed old girls network who come back to us from
time to time either as nostalgic visitors sharing stories and insights, prospective
parents wanting the same happy childhood for their daughter or gap students
looking for their first job in familiar surroundings.
We look forward to sharing our school with you either at an open day or on a
private tour. For more information please speak to Karen on 01258 860219.

- 35 -

- 36 -

Destination Schools
Benenden

Roedean

Bradfield College

Sherborne Girls

Bruton School For Girls

St Mary’s Ascot

Bryanston

St Mary’s Calne

Canford

St Mary’s Shaftesbury

Cheltenham Ladies College

St Swithun’s

Clayesmore

Stonar

Godolphin

Stowe

Heathfield

Talbot Heath

King’s School, Bruton

Taunton School

Leweston

Truro College

Marlborough

Tudor Hall

Moreland House

Wellington College

Oakham

Wycombe Abbey
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If you wish to contact the Chairman of the Governors, you may do so, in
confidence, by sending a letter care of the Clerk to the Governors, Hanford
School, Child Okeford, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8HN

- 38 -

- 39 -

Hanford School
Child Okeford
Blandford
Dorset DT11 8HN
T: 01258 860 219 E: admissions@hanford.dorset.sch.uk

www.hanfordschool.co.uk
Hanford School Charitable Trust Limited
Registered in England and Wales with Registered Number 2572565 Charity Commission Registration Number 1001751
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