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English as an Additional Language
1.

INTRODUCTION

Hanford is a boarding and day school for girls aged 7 to 13. Each year we welcome a number of
girls for whom English is not their first language. They come to Hanford to take advantage of the
wide array of opportunities and activities which the school has to offer as well as to immerse
themselves in an English school environment.
The aim is to equip them with the language skills they need to accomplish this and to make their
experience at Hanford positive, memorable and successful.

2.

AIMS OF THE SCHOOL

The aims of the school, as set out in the website are:
•

Fulfilling Potential - To recognise the breadth of academic capabilities and requirements and
enable each girl to do the very best that she can.

•

Nurturing Talent - To provide the opportunity, encouragement and support for each girl to
pursue and expand her interests both within and beyond the classroom.

•

Valuing Individuality - To recognise that each girl develops at her own speed, with her own

•

interests, abilities and needs; and to maintain the flexibility to respond accordingly.
Encouraging Respect - To help the girls to look beyond themselves, to learn about living with
others, being part of a wider group and taking care of each other's needs.

•

Cherishing Childhood - To provide the time, the opportunity and the environment for free
play.

3. ADMISSIONS AND ASSESSMENT
A copy of the school’s admissions policy can be found on the website.
‘A reasonable level of English is essential in helping girls settle into Hanford academically and
socially; additional support in English as an Additional Language will be offered to all girls.

4. INDUCTION
Before arrival, girls receive a new girls’ handbook, aimed at smoothing their transition into the
school and containing details about the school, the teachers and activities.
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5. ASSESSMENT AND TEACHING
On arrival, girls are assessed to establish their skills in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.
This helps to inform the level of support a girl might need and to target specific areas for
development.
Girls typically receive 2 or 3 additional English classes each week, in place of other curriculum
subjects. These sessions take place in small groups, with other girls from their year. They aim to
reinforce grammatical understanding, extend vocabulary and develop confidence in a fun, active
and supportive environment.
Depending on level of need, some girls will be offered a short programme of 1 to 1 lessons in order
to support the rapid development of their English skills.
For those girls whose language skills are advanced, or whose stay at Hanford may extend beyond
one academic year, it is expected that additional language support may eventually no longer be
required and they will participate in all classes offered at Hanford.

6. CURRICULUM and EXAMINATIONS
Within their additional English class, girls follow the Cambridge English syllabus. Once their
skills have become sufficiently proficient, they will take the Preliminary for Schools (Level B1) or
the First for Schools (Level B2) examinations. Girls sit these examinations in May at the local
examination centre - Clayesmore School.

7. ADDITIONAL CHARGES
An extra charge is made for the additional English classes which the girls receive. The current rate
is:
2 x additional classes each week - £200/term
3 x additional classes each week - £300/term
Those requiring an intensive 1:1 course will be charged depending on the number of lesson
received each week.
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8. INTEGRATION
Girls are integrated into mainstream lessons and activities, therefore all staff take responsibility for
developing their confidence and fluency. All teachers:
- have high expectations of EAL pupils, encouraging full participation in lessons and in groupwork activities;
- offer opportunities for differentiated work and alternative methods of recording knowledge;
- recognise that girls’ conceptual thinking may be in advance of their English language skills;
- give time for girls to process their answers and support their vocabulary development;
- where necessary, provide topic-based vocabulary before the start of each term to encourage ‘prelearning’ of the essential language they will meet in the key subjects;
9. COMPLAINTS
Should you have a complaint about the operation of this policy, please contact the Headmaster
who will provide you with a copy of the Complaints Policy at your request.
10. MONITORING AND REVIEW
Hanford monitors its policy for English as an Additional Language regularly.
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